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Statement by Partners for Transparency
Before the Sub-Group on National Practices for Implementation of the Working Group on Effective Implementation of the Arms Trade Treaty
On March 16th
Subject: Sources of Information Used in Risk Assessment for Arms Export Under Articles 6 and 7
Thank you, Mr. Facilitator,
Information is a critical element in assessing risks for arms export under Articles 6 and 7 of the treaty. Without accurate information, risk assessment becomes merely a paperwork exercise lacking credibility.
The sources of information used in assessments of the potential for arms to be used in committing serious violations of international humanitarian law should include those from parliaments, civil society organizations, and investigative journalism, which consistently monitor the situation on the ground.
Mr. Facilitator,
Partners for Transparency believes that a lack of transparency regarding information sources can lead to the continued issuance of export licenses in high-risk contexts. For example, some countries continue to export arms to Israel despite reports from UN bodies documenting the ongoing use of these arms in assaults on Gaza, raising serious concerns regarding civilian protection.
Additionally, some states party to the treaty continue sending arms to entities and countries that redirect their weapons to Rapid Support Forces in Sudan, despite documented evidence of gross and widespread violations against civilians.
The previous examples illustrate that the absence of transparency and the non-disclosure of the sources of information relied upon in risk assessments can contribute to ongoing arms flows in high-risk environments without sufficient clarity regarding the basis of the assessments, rendering unclear how the associated risks were evaluated.
Partners for Transparency assert that enhancing transparency in information sources and broadening their scope is essential for the effective implementation of Articles 6 and 7 of the Arms Trade Treaty. Without transparency in information sources, the risk assessment process may become a mere formal procedure lacking a verifiable objective foundation.
Mr. Facilitator,
· Partners for Transparency calls for systematic disclosure of the framework of the sources used in risk assessments.
· Adoption of a written methodology that obliges national authorities responsible for granting export licenses to review UN reports and relevant international mechanisms, as well as other reliable sources, before issuing any license.
· Acknowledgment of civil society organizations as complementary information sources that enhance governmental analysis.
· Additionally, the strengthening of national practice exchanges within this sub-group regarding mechanisms to ensure transparency in information sources.
Thank you.
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